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Snake Indian Falls

THE NORTH BOUNDARY
WILDLAND

The North and South Boundary trails 
were originally laid out as 100-mile long 
hikes covering the expanse of Jasper 
National Park. Unlike its counterpart 
to the south, this trail has seen few 
modifications from the original route. 
The North Boundary Trail (NBT) reaches 
into the provinces of Alberta and British 
Columbia, spanning the north boundary 
of the park.  

Highlights of this trail are the wild and 
remote headwaters of two major rivers in 
the park: the Snake Indian River and the 
Smoky River. Take a short 400 m side trip 
off the trail to see Welbourne Falls. There 
are many wildlife viewing opportunities 
for moose, caribou, grizzly and black 
bear. This trail also has several side valley 
options. There is an alternative starting 
point at Celestine Lake (see Option 2).

OPTION ONE - ROCK LAKE
• 158 km, 7-10 days
• Maximum elevations: Snake Indian Pass 2020 m, 

Robson Pass 1652 m
• Minimum elevations: Rock Lake 1440 m

The details 
The first 1.5 km of trail are on an old road. Look for the trail to Willow Creek at the first 
junction. Cross the park boundary at km 5. The first campsite at Willow Creek is in the 
Snake Indian River Valley. From there the trail gradually ascends with occasional views 
of the river up to its headwaters in Snake Indian Pass. From the high pass, the trail 
descends to Twintree Lake and joins the Smoky River further down. The trail ascends 
the Smoky River to Adolphus Lake and the boundary of Jasper National Park and 
Mt. Robson Provincial Park in Robson Pass. It then continues past Berg Lake, several 
waterfalls and Kinney Lake before finally reaching the trailhead at Highway 16.

Fires are premitted only in 
approved fire pits. 

No bikes permitted. except 
between Celestine Roads 
and Rock Lake Trailhead.

Expert hikers only. This is a rarely maintained, remote trail. Most
creeks and rivers are no longer bridged, and fords can be dangerous. The trail may 
be overgrown and hard to find in places and campsites are not regularly maintained. 
Advanced backcountry skills are required. Only recommended after mid-August when 
water levels are lower. 

Dogs on leash permitted.

Special Considerations
• Delayed access for Caribou - Miette

Road closed Nov. 1 t0 Mar. 1
• Camping in Mount Robson Provincial

Park requires a reservation with BC 
Parks. 

• The Celestine Road is a rough
one-way road. High Clearance vehicles
reccomended. No trailers or RVs.
Hours of travel are as follows:

In: Out:
8:00-9:00 9:30-10:00
11:00-12:00 12:30-13:30
14:00-15:00 15:30-16:30
17:00-18:00 18:30-19:30
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Trail distances (in km) What you need to know 
The NBT is a long-distance trail in a remote location. There are unbridged 
river crossings (Rock, Blue, Gendarme, and Carcajou creeks) that require 
fording and may not be safely crossed at high water. There are also 
many unbridged side streams that may be difficult to cross at high water. 
Trails are not regularly maintained and may require some route finding 

where bridges are out, trails are overgrown, where there are 
washouts and where deadfall may impede travel. Travel is not 
recommended early in the season until high water subsides (mid-
Aug.). This trail can be hiked late into the season (early October).  

The driving distance between trailheads is approximately  
260 km so you will need to plan ahead for drop off and 
pick up. The Rock Lake and Celestine trailheads are on 
gravel roads.

Rock 
Lake 

Trailhead

Willow 
Creek

14
Willow 
Creek

Welbourne 27.1 13.1 Welbourne

Blue Creek 39 25 11.9
Blue 

Creek
 

Three 
Slides

54 40 26.9 15
Three 
Slides

Oatmeal 66.7 52.7 39.6 27.7 12.7 Oatmeal

Byng 78.9 64.9 51.8 39.9 24.9 12.2 Byng   
Twintree 90.1 76.1 63 51.1 36.1 23.4 11.2 Twintree

Donaldson 
Creek

99.4 85.4 72.3 60.4 45.4 32.7 20.5 9.3
Donaldson 

Creek

Chown 
Creek

106.3 92.3 79.2 67.3 52.3 39.6 27.4 16.2 6.9
Chown 
Creek

Wolverine 117.4 103.4 90.3 78.4 63.7 50.7 38.5 27.3 18 11.1 Wolverine

Adolphus 131.5 117.5 104.4 92.5 77.5 64.8 52.6 41.4 32.1 25.2 14.1 Adolphus

Berg Lake 
Trailhead

159 145 131.9 120 105 92.3 80.1 68.9 59.6 52.7 41.6 27.5
Berg Lake 
Trailhead

OPTION TWO - CELESTINE
• 184 km, 8-12 days
• Maximum elevations:  Snake Indian Pass 2020 m,  

    Robson Pass 1652 m
• Minimum elevations:  Snake Indian River 1072 m

The details 
This option is 30 km longer than Option 1 but starts within the park and joins the main 
trail at the Willow Creek Campsite. The trail starts with the crossing of a footbridge over 
the Snake Indian River. It then follows an abandoned dirt roadway as far as Seldom Inn 
where it changes to single track trail (Snake Indian Falls is a short 200 m detour), and 
continues through forest and willow meadows to Willow Creek.

Celestine 
Lake 

Trailhead

Celestine 
Lake

7
Celestine 

Lake

Shalebanks 18.3 11.3 Shalebanks

Seldom Inn 25 18 6.7 Seldom Inn

Snake 
Indian Falls

26.5 19.5 8.2 1.5
Snake 

Indian Falls
 

Horseshoe 
Meadows

37.7 30.7 19.4 11.2 9.7
Horseshoe 
Meadows

Willow 
Creek

40.1 33.1 21.8 13.6 12.1 2.4
Willow 
Creek

  SAFETY 
 
You are responsible for your own 
safety. Be prepared for extreme weather 
and mountainous terrain. Cell phone 
coverage is unavailable in most areas. 

TRAIL REPORT
Before leaving, check the Jasper 
National Park trail report for up-to-date 
conditions at  
www.pc.gc.ca/JasperTrails.

TRAIL INFORMATION 
780-852-6177  
pc.gc.ca/JasperBackcountry

RESERVATIONS 
1 877-737-3783 
pc.gc.ca/BookJasperBackcountry 
 
EMERGENCY 
call 780-852-3100 
or  877-852-3100
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OPTION THREE - BLUE CREEK

The details 
The Blue Creek side valley option leads to the upper meadows at 
the base of the Ancient Wall. Travel the main North Boundary 
Trail to Blue Creek Campsite. The trail branches northwest 
and travels up the east side of the creek, on the edge of a scenic 
canyon and past the junction for McLaren’s Pass before opening 
up into a willow meadow. There are 2 campsites that are shared 
hiker/horse campsites (Ancient Wall and Natural Arch) and  
2 decommissioned hiker camps where hikers may stay (Topaz 
and Caribou Inn). There are sections of trail in the upper valley 
where willows are overgrowing the trail. Travel may be difficult, 
particularly during wet weather. Overgrown trails also decrease 
sightlines for avoiding wildlife encounters so extra caution is 
advised in these areas. Make noise and watch for bear sign. 
Further exploration options in this valley are Topaz Lake and 
Caribou Lakes. The upper reaches of Blue Creek must be forded 

to cross to these side valleys so low water conditions are safest. 

A loop trail back to Rock Creek is possible from the Blue Creek 
Valley by travelling east over McLaren’s Pass to Little Heaven 
campsite and down Deer Creek to the main North Boundary 
Trail. 

There are several old trails and routes in this valley that travel 
over alpine passes or notches in ridges to access neighboring 
valleys along the North Boundary Trail and into the Willmore 
Wilderness. Route finding and map reading skills are essential 
for travelling along these routes. Options include the upper 
valley of Caribou Lakes, Azure Lake and Hardscrabble Pass and 
the Natural Arch. 

Blue Creek

McLaren’s Pass 4 McLaren’s 
Pass

Ancient Wall 12 8 Ancient Wall

Natural Arch 21 17 9 Natural 
Arch

Directions to trailheads
Rock Lake 
This trailhead is located in the Willmore Wilderness outside of the park. Travel Highway 16 east toward Hinton, turn north on 
Hwy 40 and travel 70 km, turn west at the Rock Lake turnoff and travel 32 km on a gravel road to Rock Lake. Look for the signs 
directing you to Willmore Wilderness Park and the trailhead parking lot. You do not want to go to the Rock Lake Campground.  

Celestine Lake trailhead 
The trailhead is 44 km from Jasper. Drive east on Highway 16, turn off on the Snaring Road and continue past Snaring 
Campground. After the Snaring River bridge the road will turn to gravel. A one-way timed road will begin at 13.7 km. From here it 
is 14 km of rough gravel road to the trailhead. The road is not recommended for low clearance vehicles and it may be impassable 
during high water or heavy rain events. No trailers or RVs.

Mount Robson Provincial Park/Berg Lake trailhead 
This trailhead is located in Mount Robson Provincial Park west of Jasper. Drive 90 km west on Highway 16 to the Mount Robson 
Provincial Park Visitor Centre. The access road to the trailhead is at this turnoff. Not available for horse access. 

Things to know about horse travel
A grazing permit and a backcountry permit are required for 
overnight stays in the backcountry.

There is little or no maintenance on the main trail and side valley 
trails. Users should be experienced and self-reliant. Bridges 
and corduroys are not maintained. Some corduroys have been 
removed across bog areas due to safety concerns and are not 
being maintained or replaced. In some areas reroutes have been 
cut and flagged. Some crossings have advisories for dismounting 
and leading horses across.

McLaren’s Pass is not passable for horses due to the removal of 
corduroy west of Little Heaven. 
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Campground information

CAMPGROUND DESCRIPTION TYPE UTM

Shalebanks
(Elevation: 1258 m)

A simple camping area in the forest. Hiker/Biker 11U 420005 - 5899584

Seldom Inn - Hiker
(Elevation: 1294 m)

A simple camping area in the forest beside the trail just 
south of Snake Indian Falls.

Hiker 11U 416098 - 5904980

Seldom Inn - Horse
(Elevation: 1294 m)

A beautiful meadow by the river, just north of Snake 
Indian Falls.

Horse 11U 414607 - 5906364

Horseshoe
(Elevation: 1367 m)

A beautiful little camping area along the shore of the 
Snake Indian River.

Hiker/Biker 11U 411954 - 5912951

Willow Creek - Hiker
(Elevation: 1360 m)

A simple camping area near Willow Creek, across the 
creek from Willow Creek Horse Camp.

Hiker/Biker 11U 410612 - 5914645

Willow Creek - Horse
(Elevation: 1360 m)

A well-appointed horse campground on the bank of 
Willow Creek.

Horse 11U 410684 - 5914693

Welbourne - Hiker
(Elevation: 1440 m)

A simple camping area along the shore of the Snake 
Indian River.

Hiker/Biker 11U 400416 - 5911090

Welbourne - Horse
(Elevation: 1440 m)

A simple horse camp near the shore of the Snake Indian 
River.

Horse 11U 400723 - 5911153

Blue Creek
(Elevation: 1520 m)

A simple camping area near Blue Creek. Hiker/Horse 11U 391067 - 5910390

Three Slides
(Elevation: 1600 m)

A simple camping area near the Snake Indian River. Hiker 11U 380383 - 5905210

Oatmeal
(Elevation: 1768 m)

A simple camping are in an open forest with some 
mountain views.

Hiker/Horse 11U 371608 - 5905189

Byng
(Elevation: 1803 m)

A simple camping area in the forest. Hiker 11U 365296 - 5914411

Twintree
(Elevation: 1563 m)

A pretty camping area in the forest on the shore of 
Twintree Lake.

Hiker/Horse 11U 357430 - 5919640
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Donaldson Creek
(Elevation: 1400 m)

A simple camping area in the forest. Hiker 11U 352417 - 5916365

Chown Creek - Hiker
(Elevation: 1441 m)

A beautiful camping area on the shore of Chown Creek. Hiker 11U 349209 - 5912358

Chown Creek- Horse
(Elevation: 1441 m)

A simple horse camp in the forest near the shore of 
Chown Creek.

Horse 11U 348971 - 5912531

Timothy Slide
(Elevation: 1476 m)

A beautiful horse camp in the forest along the shore of the 
Smoky River.

Horse 11U 349685 - 5909167

Wolverine North
(Elevation: 1525 m)

A simple camping area in open forest along the trail. Hiker 11U 353440 - 5903140

Aldolphus - Hiker
(Elevation: 1681 m)

A simple camping are in an open forest with some 
mountain views.

Hiker 11U 358730 - 5894746

Aldolphus - Horse
(Elevation: 1680 m)

A pretty horse camp in the forest with some mountain 
views.

Horse 11U 359119 - 5895530

Little Heaven
(Elevation: 1720 m)

A pretty camping area on the edge of a meadow with 
some mountain views.

Hiker/Horse 11U 396428 - 5917532

Spruce Tree
(Elevation: 1838 m)

A pretty camping area in the forest with some mountain 
views.

Hiker/Horse 11U 388697 - 5922116

Ancient Wall
(Elevation: 1707 m)

A simple camping area along Blue Creek. Horse 11U 382686 - 5915583

Natural Arch
(Elevation: 1795 m)

A simple camping area at the edge of a meadow Hiker/Horse 11U 376081 - 5920440

CAMPGROUND DESCRIPTION TYPE UTM
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10kg

1.3 m

4 m

Hook all cables to the upright post/tree, or 
animals may become entangled in the cables.

Privy
There is a pit toilet at all 
campgrounds.
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WATER

Boil or treat all drinking water.

How do I store my food?
The campgrounds are equipped 
with a bear pole for food storage. 

LEAVE NO TRACE

FOOD STORAGE

To reduce your campsite’s attractiveness to bears, all 
food, garbage, toiletries and cooking equipment 
must be hung from the bear poles provided at certain 
campsites. In wildland camping areas, bear-
resistant containers are strongly recommended 
to store food. 

HUMAN WASTE

Use the pit or barrel toilets provided. When there are 
no facilities nearby, select a spot away from trails, 
campsites and at least 70 m from water sources. Dig 
a hole 12 to 16 cm into the dark-coloured, biologically 
active soil layer. Loosely fill the hole with soil 
afterward. Use as little toilet paper as possible. 

GARBAGE

Please–Pack it in and pack it out! 
You are responsible for everything 
you take into the backcountry 
and this includes garbage. Do not 
dispose of garbage in pit toilets—it 
may attract animals.

WASHING

To wash yourself or your dishes, 
carry water 70 m away from 
streams or lakes and use small 
amounts of biodegradable soap. 
Strain out those last bits of food 
waste and pack them out. Disperse 
strained water on land. 

CAMPING

Please camp only at the campsites 
indicated on your Backcountry 
Camping Permit and use the tent 
pads (where provided).  

 
CAMPFIRES

Fires are not permitted.

SHORTCUTTING TRAILS

Shortcutting between trail 
switchbacks damages both the soil 
and plant life. This not only ruins 
the look of an area, but makes it 
susceptible to further damage by 
erosion. 

COLLECTING NATURAL 
OR CULTURAL OBJECTS

Rocks, fossils, horns, antlers, 
wildflowers, nests and all other 
natural or historical objects in a 
national park are protected by law. 
Leave them as you found them for 
others to enjoy.
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BACKCOUNTRY EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST

Have you got it?
This is a list of suggested equipment for Jasper's backcountry trails. Visit  
www.parkscanada.gc.ca/jasperbackcountry for a comprehensive list. Mountain 
weather is unpredictable; be prepared for winter conditions at any time of the 
year. Snow may persist in high mountain regions into the summer and avalanche 
danger may occur in any season. This equipment list does not account for the special 
knowledge and equipment required to travel in avalanche terrain.

CLOTHING SHELTER
OTHER 

ESSENTIALS
OPTIONAL

Long underwear

Wool sweater, down 
vest or fleece jacket

Raingear - pants and 
jacket, gaiters

Hat and gloves / 
mittens

Boots with ankle  
support and good 
soles

Sandals or runners for 
fording streams and at 
camp

Tent with waterproof fly

Food should include 
enough for an extra day

Water filter, purification 
tablets or extra fuel for 
boiling your water

Waterproof bag to store 
food at campgrounds

Wilderness pass

Bear spray and the 
knowledge to use it

Topographic map

Compass

Waterproof matches 
and/or lighter

Insect repellent

Flashlight and extra 
batteries

First Aid kit

Signaling device  
(whistle or mirror)

Toilet paper

Rope - approx. 8m  
A throw bag works 
well

Binoculars

Altimeter

Field guide(s)

GPS

SPOT™ Device or 
satellite phone

Backcountry camping permits
A backcountry camping permit is mandatory for all overnight trips. It can be 
obtained by visiting pc.gc.ca/BookJasperBackcountry, calling 1-877-737-3783 or 
by visiting the Jasper Information Centre. 

MAPS
NTS: 
Rock Lake 83E/8 
Blue Creek 83E/7 
Twintree Lake 83E/6 
Mount Robson 83E/3 

For more information on low impact 
travel in the backcountry contact: 

leavenotrace.ca  
1-877-238-9343

SHARE YOUR 
EXPERIENCE

facebook.com/JasperNP

twitter.com/JasperNP

#JasperNP


